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f]Gender: ]

| TIMES INSIGHT GROUP
New Delhi: Women don't seem
to be doing too badly in India,
||w.rhen we consider just South
j Agsia. India’s gender-related de-
velopment index (GDI) rank is
{ 96 out of 177 countries, one of
| the best in the region if we do
|, not count Sri Lanka, way ahead
at rank 68. But, as always, the
ranking hides more than it re-
/ veals about gender equality.
. While Sri Lanka soars
) ahead on most counts, when it

comes to women's political par-
ticipation, it is behind most
countries in the region and so
is India. Pakistan leads the way
with 20.4%, highest percentage
" of women in Parliament. In Sri
%, Lanka, the figure is 4.9% and
in India 9.2%. Bangladesh too,
is better off with 14.8% of seats
in Parliament held by women.

WOMEN ON TOP
Women at
ministerial

Country  GDIRank level 96

India BENNRECTY 34
Bangladesh [INNETH 83
Pakistan IENENEETE] 56

_ Nepal 74
Sri Lanka BN 10.3
China R 6.3

13 =5l Pl lis 1 1T

India is 65.3, Bangladesh is not
too far behind at 64.2 years. Sri
Lanka is way ahead with a fe-
male life expectancy of 71.3and
its adult female literacy rate is
almost double the Indian fig-
ure of 47.8%. India’s only com-
-fort is that it has better litera-
cy rates than Pakistan and
Nepal. In gross school enrol-
ment of women too, India’s per-
centage is just 58, same as
Bangladesh. On most counts,

ndia better than neighbours

na(rank 64) is far ahead of all
the countries in South Asia.
The estimated earned in-
come of women in India,
$1,471 per capita in purchasing
power parity (PPP) terms,
might be high in the region, but
again Sri Lankan women earn
almost twice as much and Chi-

. nese women three times the

amount.

Yet again, Bangladesh is
close behind India with it's
women earning $1,170, while
in Pakistan and Nepal, they
earn less than $1,000 per capi-
ta. Interestingly, when it comes
to the proportion of females in-
volved in economic activity, Sri
Lanka and India are almost
equally badly off - India’s rate
is 34% and Sri Lanka's is 35%.
Here, Bangladesh does a lot bet-
ter with 52.9% and Nepal with
49.7%. What is really reveal-

—If female life expectaney.in._including the GNLranisnaLhi-  ing in terms of gender dispar-

ity isa comparison of the time
spent by men and women on
market-oriented activity as op-
posed to non-market activities,
which would mean work that
is not paid for. Women in India
spend 35% of their time on
market activity and the reston
non-market activity.

This figure in itself is not
too shocking because there is
a similar divide, and some-
times a sharper one, even in
the developed countries, be-{

;
K
n
|
|

tween time spent by women on\
market and non-market activ-
ities.

However, when we look a
the corresponding figure fol
men in India, it shows that
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